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FOLLOWING RECEIVED FROM CONSUL PESHAWAR: 
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TAGS: PINT, PK 

SUB J : STUDENT STRIKE AT UNIVERSITY OF PESHAWAR 

1. WEEK LONG STUDENT STRIKE AT UNIVERSITY OF PESHAWAR, 
HIGHLIGHTED BY PROCESSIONS, MEETINGS, ATTACKS ON AND 
BURNING OF BUSES, AND OCCUPANCY OF UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE BUILDINGS CAME TO END IANUARY 20 AFTER GOVERNMENT 
AND UNIVERSITY AUTHORITIES HAD ACQUIESCED IN STUDENTS' 
MAJOR DEMANDS. 

2. STRIKE STARTED JANUARY 14 WHEN UNIVERSITY STUDENT 
LEADERS SEIZED UPON RELUCTANCE OF ISLAMIA COLLEGE STUDENTS 
TO TAKE PARTICULARLY DIFFICULT EXAMINATION TO ISSUE STRIKE 
CALL FOR FULFILLMENT VARIETY OF DEMANDS, MANY OF WHICH 
AIMED AT EASING COST OF LIVING BURDEN AND ALLOWING 
GREATER PARTICIPATION BY STUDENTS IN UNIVERSITY AFFAIRS. 
STRIKE LEADERS ASKED FOR REDUCTION STUDENT FEES FOR BUS 
TRANSPORTATION, HOSTELS, CINEMAS. GAS AND ELECTRICITY. 
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INCREASE IN SCHOLARSHIP STIPENDS, ESTABLISHMENT OF ALL- 
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UNIVERSITY STUDENTS UNION AND A UNIVERSITY SENATE WITH 
STUDENT REPRESENTATION, ADDITIONAL SEATS FOR MEDICAL COLLEGE, 
MORE SCIENCE LABORATORIES, ABOLITION OF NEW REGULATION WHICH 
DENIES ADMISSION THIRD DIVISION STUDENTS INTO PROFESSIONAL 
COLLEGES, CONSTRUCTION MORE HOSTELS AT ISLAMIA COLLEGE, 
CREATION OF SEPARATE AGRICULTURE AND ENGINEERING UNIVERSITIES, 
AND RELEASE OF ALL STUDENTS UNDER ARREST. 

3. IT QUITE APPARENT FROM MANNER IN WHICH IT WAS ORGANIZED 
THAT PLANS FOR STRIKE MADE SEVERAL WEEKS BEFORE AND THAT 
LEADERS WERE ABLE TO WIN WIDE SUPPORT FOR IT BY 
EXPLOITING GRIEVANCES OF STUDENTS FROM ALL DEPARTMENTS 
AND COLLEGES. STRIKE WAS TIMES TO COINCIDE WITH VICE 
CHANCELLOR S ABSENCE IN TEHRAN TO ATTEND RCD VICE 
CHANCELLORS' CONFERENCE. 

4. HIGH POINT OF STRIKE ACTIVITY WAS JANUARY 14 MARCH 
BY ESTIMATED THOUSAND STUDENTS THROUGH OLD CITY AND 
CANTONNMENT AREA WITH EXPECTED STOPS AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
CHIEF MINISTER S HOUSE AND PROVINCIAL SECRETARIAT 
BUILDINGS. GOVERNOR ASLAM KHATTAK AROUSED STUDENTS' 

IRE BY REFUSING MEET WITH STRIKE LEADERS AND WAS ROUNDLY 
ABUSED IN SPEECHES FOR HAVING ALLEGEDLY UTILIZED SEVERAL 
HUNDRED THOUSAND RUPEES APPROPRIATED FOR UNIVERSITY ON 
HIS SON-IN-LAW'S RECENT ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN KOHAT 
DISTRICT. 

5. QUICKLY SUCCUMBING TO STUDENTS' PRESSURE, NWFP 
GOVERNMENT ON JANUARY 15 PROMULGATED A UNIVERSITY ORDINANCE 
WHICH PROVIDED FOR CREATION OF ALL-UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
UNION AND UNIVERSITY SENATE ON WHICH STUDENTS WOULD BE 
REPRESENTED. IN SUCCEEDING DAYS, AFTER NEGOTIATIONS 

WITH PROVINCIAL MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND VICE CHANCELLOR, 
GOVERNMENT AND UNIVERSITY AGREED TAKE ALL 
NECESSARY ACTIONS TO REDUCE STUDENT EXPENSES, PROVIDE 
MORE FUNDS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS, SPEED UP PROCUREMENT SCIENCE 
LABORATORIES AND FULFILL SEVERAL OTHER SUTDENT DEMANDS. 

FIRM DECISION REPORTEDLY MADE TO ESTABLISH ENGINEERING 
UNIVERSITY IN 1975. 
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6. COMMENT: EAGERNESS WITH WHICH MAJORITY STUDENTS 
LENT SUPPORT TO STRIKE WAS A REFLECTION OF STUDENTS' 

BITTERNESS OVER OBVIOUS FACT THAT COST OF OBTAINING 
EDUCATION HAD RISEN STEADILY DURING PAST YEAR AND THEIR 
PREVIOUS LACK OF SUCCESS IN TRYING OBTAIN SATISFACTION 
ON WHOLE RANGE OF GRIEVANCES. ALL POLITICAL FACTIONS 
AT UNIVERSITY PARTICIPATED IN STRIKE, BUT MOST 

MILITANT ROLE REPORTEDLY WAS PLAYED BY PUKHTUN STUDENTS 
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FEDERATION WHICH IS CLOSELY AFFILIATED WITH NATIONAL 
AWAMI PARTY. ACCORDING SEVERAL REPORTS, NAP GAVE STRONG 
SUPPORT TO STRIKE IN EFFORT CREATE DIFFICULTIES FOR 
GOVERNMENT AND HOPED THERE WOULD BE SERIOUS CLASHES 
BETWEEN STUDEMAS AND POLICE LEADING TO SPREAD OF STRIKE 
FEVER TO OTHER COLLEGES IN PROVINCE. WHILE THERE WERE 
FEW MINOR CLASHES BETWEEN STUDENTS AND POLICE IN PESHAWAR 
CITY, GOVERNMENT DECISION KEEP UNIFORMED POLICE AWAY 
FROM UNIVERSITY GROUNDS PREVENTED ANY MAJOR CONFRONTATIONS. 
ASIDE FROM BRIEF ACTIVITY AT GOVERNMENT COLLEGE IN 
NOWSHERA WHERE STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN BURNING 
OF BUS, STRIKES DID NOT SPREAD TO OTHER CAMPUSES EITHER 
IN PESHAWAR OR ELSEWHERE. G VERNMENT APPEARS TO HAVE 
ACQUIESCED TOO READILY IN FACE OF STUDENT PRESSURE, 

GIVING RISE TO SPECULATION THAT STUDENTS MAY SOON BE 
ON WARPATH AGAIN WITH NEW SET OF DEMANDS. 

BYROADE 
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